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29 Pierre Bourdieu and Loic J.D. Wacquant, An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology, pp. 119.
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From Symbolic Function Theory to Symbolic
Capital Mobilization Theory:
Changes in the Religious Setting of Tainan’s Bao’an Village

Jen-chieh Ting
Research Fellow, Institute of Ethnology,

Academia Sinica

Abstract

Anthropologist David Jordan studied Tainan’s Bao’an village, while
the author of the present study reexamined the same village; the two works
were separated by approximately forty years. In comparing these two stud-
ies, is it possible that historical circumstances drove the authors to employ
different conceptual frameworks? Jordan uses a symbolic function viewpoint
to emphasize the enduring balance between the symbolic and social worlds.
Using data regarding changes in local authority, I try to show how this oli-
garchical system evolved in Bao’an. Agricultural production is no longer the
main source of capital accumulation in the village, and the one party politi-
cal system has changed. Now, people migrate to metropolitan areas to accu-
mulate more wealth, and then return to the village to gain symbolic capital.
Local autonomy has also been invaded by the new local administration. In
sum, the symbolic system may not have changed greatly, yet the agents have
new positions to play within the traditional symbolic system. As the tradi-
tional symbolic system now gains the features of “criticality” and “scarcity,”
people may accumulate symbolic capital more easily by attending traditional
religious activities. Thus, in this paper, I use a symbolic capital mobilization
model to examine Bao’an in contemporary Taiwan and discuss theoretical im-

plications for religious change in Taiwanese local villages.

Keywords: revisited research, religious setting, resource mobilization, social

change, symbolic capital








