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Proclaiming Subjectivity:
Tzuchi’s Body Donation and the Emergence of
Contemporary Popular Humanism

Jen-Chieh Ting

In the passive process of secularization, common people haven’t been
secularized habitually, rather, it gives them opportunity to extend and
reformulate the popular religion, and begin to bear the responsibility of
public morality. Among these trends, Tzu-Chi’s body donation embodies
the transformation of common people, with a shift from popular religion to
popular humanism. Popular people get sovereignty and enhance their level
of morality. Body donation is an extreme form of altruism under the frame
of merit-accumulation. As it is a form of popular engagement for the
emerging proclaiming subjectivity, any cultural or social barrier cannot
block this altruistic path. Tzu-Chi’s body donation exhibit the scale of
contemporary popular humanism. Popular altruist engagement is not
through discourse, but through a somatic model surrounding by exemplary

leader’s influence and the reinforcement of moral community.

Keywords: Tzu-Chi Association, Body donation, Popular religion,
Popular humanism, life-and-death studies
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