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A Sociological Analysis of the Collective
Trance Movement "Converging with the
Spirit-Mountain": The Transformation
and Re-embedding of Folk Religion under
the Situation of De-territorialization

Jen-Chieh Ting

Abstract

The process of modernization produces a standardized time-space experience. It disrupts the
social activities and relations particularized to territorial contexts.

As a result, de-territorialization may appear, and the plausibility of Han people's traditionat
territorial folk religion may be weakened. Nevertheless, as religious practices of local communi-
ties face the challenge of deteritorialization coming from the mechanisms of modemnity, it is poss-
ible that through some analogous mechanisms folk religion can be transformed into a format in
which it can adapt itself to modern situations. In the present paper, the case of Converging with
the Spirit-Mountain, a collective trance movement becoming popular in Taiwan since the
mid-1980s, may help us to shed light on these issues. This movement is led by thousands of group
leaders coming from the "Private Temple." The purpose of the participants' religious practices is
to spiritually converge with specific "Mother Deities" residing in the so-called "Mother Temple,"
and through this process be healed as well as attain ultimate salvation. Even with richly produced
texts and furthermore a systematic doctrine, this movement remains a form of folk religion, in the
sense that it is without any formal organization or sectarian activitics. Three elements of this
movement—a concept of "the Precedent Heaven Soul,” "Private Temple," and "Morality Book"
are discussed intensively. The internal dynamics of folk religion across time in Taiwan also are
examined.

Keywords : Converging with the Spirit-Mountain, De-territorialization, Folk Religion, New Re-
ligion, Han Religion, Private Temple, Morality Book



