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Abstract

Established in 1986, the Suma Ching Hai Association has since become an
energetic religious organization in Taiwan. By examining salient characteris-
tics and subsequent development of this association, we try to shed light on
the religious and cultural change of modern Taiwan. The Suma Ching Hai
Association has experienced three distinct historical phases since its incep-
tion: the creation of a syncretic religious organization with Buddhist-like
appearances; the evolution of a trans-contextual spiritual movement; and,
finally, the development of a global missionary network. The qualitative chan-
ge exhibited between the first and the second phases in the history of the
Suma Ching Hai Association represents a radical transition in action and
thought, which culminates in the third phase as subsequent outgrowth of the
second phase of the Suma Ching Hai Association’s changed philosophy. In this
article, I discuss pertinent issues concerning Chinese syncretism and religious
individuality, where the former offers a bridge between traditional and moder-
n Taiwanese religion. Generally speaking, cultural syncretism and personal
salvation are two important dimensions underpinning some religious activities
in modern Taiwan. Examining the changes in the philosophy of the Suma
Ching Hai Association offers insight on the religious change of modern Taiwan
and how religious groups can integrate traditional beliefs with recent trends in
religious thought in modern Taiwan. Finally, I offer a discussion as to why the
chuich-sect model of a dynamic of religious organization is not appropriate for
explaining the new religious phenomenon in Taiwan.
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1967 [ %4 944 1995]:140)

TALEEB/ABARIE 141

R AL - RELURE B AL A E BB RS £ »
FEH  FHRRR R AR ARSI » B -
A - B ~ R - TSNS SSE R —EUE
ANEEEBEZBROMNFEER o = - REMHEMHIE | BREN
EHALG L o (AR TR TR LA B B (R
REMAHPHERYEERE L CHAEERTS ER) St
—PE T R TR - B SRR L G P B B TLAE R
AR » R Z R RETIRI T » TR R A SR
A, BETHRAE R I BT E AP % o

R SR B i @ A B SCEAETT S | — - B
B BEB T L AT AR BRERIE » S BIAR L & R — (RS DA
(CMIFERT LB B BTG > (8RS 5L » PR
TR SUE (G FAIRI BBV (1989:239-240) B iadmey»
T8 T GBI A SR G S  REEAMEEEES
TR - 55 R BEE BB  (SENAEYSAEERE
BRI G © =~ SEFERS T BB RE & A AR SR BB L BT
HIPSAE TR SR © B3R L S (A LS > B —(E5 N
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FREEE—EHOREFE (TIoH 2001a:239-240) -

B R A R M B LT S SRR & S 5T
(CEYTEMN & ERE > SETERROHE - JE SR « S
RAt ~ REBAUIMM ~ B RREFBHIANES « Sy
A T B R E (AR » EERAERABEERA » DR
MM THEHEDERERBELA L > S mHNEP i



142 TA#

WHEREE > AEAESNES  EHERRANTEBEEE
BAERL

B4 » FEFTEE 2 BRCAUIRAG A » SRS SR LRY A TR 5 R 3L
IR EHTRHOT R RS B E AR EBER A
WA L EEEEEREENVHEEREL  DREESEERS TN
REME o

DL BsEEREAH e IR & 3 R AT A4 AYSR BR L IRy
BEREATRETE TS BN REE R %R » BEHER LEEAH LR
HWEHEE RN ESFENEY  EREARE — - FNEEE
BUARBL AL SR e B EIE » B ATERBE AR DAE

EBH BT SZENAY X FE HEF (R ATBME L RIEBEIR BB R K L 52

SRS E TR ERE R A SRR [LERE
BRSNS o TR E AR EN IR RS - AERIRAEIE SRR
1t =~ BBRITARFHEE » BRERURASMGRNAST
BRI » COBERENREARBNERINEER
A RERYTUR - KRR AV TE S o

B LAES, &

R MY AR G RIS > BREERETEANIEX
(RHEAS ST AR B 1R A9 o — AT R e & BIFT RN LA
2 REEMARRN  ERteNRATeRATILERELE
L » (BEIEE S EEEE T S AN E BB B S EEE
— ST A R A A R —— BB AR
HE ~ SRR AS R BE ~ BUEIHE M AR B~ SRR R R S —
SFIPE SRR - 5 A B A AR & DS A AT - BRI
ALY B BERTATE LR SHEE > EFRENEEES  HA
GHE S g TR R ER L R RNE R EEY
EH o FAHELK » EAM R PWRMESTEE T —EFNE

AbEm B m A K AE 143

o EMEBE=HLN ) XBETRHTEHN U [Z8E—] B
TEFROEDBRORMEORES » E—EREARTERZS
MR ES T A EE A UL R RARE T » 03T RUREE R R BB RRY
TEER MEBEXLBRRERED  ESHMRAHEERNITFE -

PREFFHRMALUERR | AIEERE L - RGBS ERH
FHEBRBRHR T HENEEREN - ERMEAENE - EETEHE
HEA LG PHEMR > URE—RFFBNIFENRBBIRE GF
%) MIRBEHEREEE LWER  CERREEA LHERRRZEA
HER A —EEE » REE— TR - ERHRAREEE
AXCBERBBERERER B ENRAHRER > TRERM
—{EE AP EE LB B MR ZERME ©

B|HIAER » MR AT E RN RS E - ERA A EEE—E
RintRENERGEREEHER - BEHEH (1998) EFFH
PHENHERRMEL  HEHEREENHERR DERRET
H R E 2 EBRE =R L83 | [ FEHETRTEL
R LRERE > mEE T mENARmERT L2 - HiE
BARNRE XN LEERBRFE B EERAIERER
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HoARAEANRGE HERT A ] AREFBE &2 [RT—F] B%
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FHEF) > Troeltsch @ LA [k £ 5| RAFHE —ERHEE - DINE
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TifR = 2 B s B HH > S ROR R B A B R THY — R SR R A (1981
vol2:693) o

Troeltsch R HHHY (ks E2 ) > —EAEE ~ R~ FILUE
ANTERBES T BRHUREN AR » AR [RE(EM
FEEL ] FEARE L HE T A E S AU E H 2 AR R R
NEBBEREAERE > BRTHETR2ELFR

F40 Hegel (1956) fsft » W AwE (BEHE) BROEREATE
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EiE - FRE W RERIRRS | Fit g LS E LS ARG A DE
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