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“Locality at Large” within the “Globe-State-Locale” Articulation

Jen-Chieh Ting

Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

What is the relationship between locality and globalization? Whether locale can
resist the flow of capitals? By using the concept “large locality” or “locality at large,”
this paper tries to examine these issues empirically, and tries to shed light on the “very
big” inter-village communal festivals within the Han Chinese folk religion under modern
global arena. The case of current study, the Saikang Koah-hiu procession in Southern
Taiwan, is a very large local festival involved more than ninety palanquins and troupes.
It originated from the terror of floods and plagues in Tsengwen river area, thus a large
inter-village communal ritual cooperation began to emerge. Even the change of regional
land measure and the confrontation of boundary haven’t disrupted this cooperation.
Furthermore, historically, for the need of authentification comes from a newly emerging
village, the function of conferring village’s authenticity through building up of the “large
communal locality” become crucial important. By using Befu’s conceptual framework
of three stages of state development, we make a comparison among “large locality”
under different stage of state. When this “large locality” enter into modern national state,
there are a lot of confrontations and negotiations, this “large locality,” with its original
function of authentification conferring, now plays a role of static and dynamic cultural
heritage for national state; and a role of being possible to cumulate large capitals for

global capitalists.

Keywords: Saikang Koah-hiu, locality, folk religion, national state, globalization
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